The New Newtown High School

A Small Learning Communities School

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Why are we establishing Small Learning Communities (SLC)?

Small Learning Communities will provide a personalized learning environment for all of our students while maintaining the benefits of a large high school.  Students will have adults who know them well and will respond to their needs.  The career pathway will provide an interesting theme to all subjects.

2. How will the SLCs be organized?

There will be seven themed SLCs and a Ninth Grade Academy for our incoming ninth grade students.  Each SLC will have a group of rooms for its use and teachers assigned to teach its students.  Students will remain in the SLC for grades 10 – 11- 12.  We do not expect to block program students.
3. How large will each SLC be?

The SLCs will be equal in size with approximately 340 students in each SLC.  The Ninth Grade Academy will include all incoming ninth grade students.

4. Will students take any classes outside their SLC?

Our goal is to have students take all of their core subjects within their SLC.  We do expect students to go outside their SLC to take courses such as Advanced Placement classes, performing music and higher level classes not offered in their SLC.

5. How will students express their preference for an SLC?

By mid-March we plan to have students complete a selection sheet in which they will be asked to rate their first three choice.  Although we hope to honor one of the student’s three choices, it may happen that students will not receive any of their choice.  We plan to inform students of their assigned SLC by the end of June.

6. What will happen with students currently in one of our Educational Option programs ( Art, Business or Tech.)”?

Students currently in these programs who wish to remain will be in the SLC associated with those programs.  If any student wishes to leave the program he/she will be permitted to go into another SLC if space is available.  New students will be permitted to enter these programs based on available space.

